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Arbreton, A., Bradshaw, M., Metz, R. & Sheldon, J. with Pepper, S. (2008). More time for teens: Understanding teen participation—frequency, intensity and duration—in Boys & Girls Clubs. Philadelphia: Public/Private Ventures.

www.ppv.org/ppv/publications/assets/232_publication.pdf
This brief provides early results from and lessons form a national longitudinal study examining the role that Boys & Girls Clubs play in the lives of the youth they serve. Preliminary value indicators suggest that frequent attendance may result in higher levels of: character development, school-related outcomes, and health/risk behaviors. 

Arbreton, A.J.A., Sheldon, J., Bradshaw, M., Goldsmith, J, with Jucovy, L. & Pepper, S. (2008). Advancing achievement: Findings from an independent evaluation of a major after-school initiative.  Philadelphia: Public/Private Ventures.

www.ppv.org/ppv/publications/assets/225_publication.pdf
Part of the CORAL series reports, this paper links three areas for evaluating after school programs—quality, participation, and  engagement—to program effectiveness during 2004-2006. 
Ashleigh, C., Bronte-Tinkew, J. & Burkhauser, M. (2008). Using incentives to increase participation in out-of-school time programs. Child Trends: Research-to-Results. Publication #2008-25. 

http://www.childtrends.org/files//child_trends-2008_06_18_pi_ostincentives.pdf

This brief focuses on ways in which OST programs can improve the attendance and retention of children and youth in their programs during the elementary, middle and high school years and provides ideas for overcoming common barriers to attendance.
Chaskin, R., & Baker, S. (2006). Negotiating among opportunity and restraint: The participation of young people in out-of-school time activities. Chicago: Chapin Hall Center for Children, University of Chicago. http://www.chapinhall.org/article_abstract.aspx?ar=1432
Based on interviews with close to 100 high school students this report provides findings of student opinions on out-of-school time programming and explores why students choose to engage in programs. Recommendation on strategies for program outreach and engagement are also provided.
Fiester, Leila (2004). Afterschool Counts! A guide to issues and strategies for monitoring attendance in afterschool and other youth programs. New York: After School Project, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 

This guide discusses issues and options involved in tracking attendance and participation in afterschool programs. 
Granger, R. (2008). After-school programs and academics: Implication for policy, practice, and research. Social Policy Report 22(2).

http://www.srcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=232&Itemid=550
This report focuses on the growing debate on the competing demands of after-school programs to be more academic-centered. The author provides an overview of program-evaluation literature, observational studies, and commentaries and statements from program standards by practitioners and advocates in the context of this debate. 

Grossman, J. B., Campbell, M., & Raley, B. (2007). Quality time after school: What instructors can do to enhance learning. Philadelphia, PA: Public/Private Ventures. 

http://www.ppv.org/ppv/youth/youth_publications.asp?section_id=8
Data from surveys and interviews with over 400 students and staff from after school programs reveals that two of the most critical features of youth engagement are: effective group management and positive adult support. 
Lauver, S., Little, P.M.D., & Weiss, H. (2004). Moving beyond the barriers: Attracting and sustaining youth participation in after school programs. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Family Research Project. http://www.gse.harvard.edu/hfrp/projects/afterschool/resources/issuebrief6.html
This issue brief culls information from several implementation and impact evaluations and proposes a set of promising strategies to attract youth and sustain their participation in out-of-school time programs. 
Pearson, L. M.,  Russell, C. A., Reisner, E. R.(2007). Evaluation of OST programs for youth: Time Initiative: Patterns of youth retention in OST programs.. Washington, DC: Policy Studies Associates, Inc. www.policystudies.com/studies/youth/OST.html.

This report outlines enrollment and continued participation findings from the 2005-06 and 2006-07 evaluations of after school programs in New York City.  It suggests indicators of high enrollment based on structural and process program features.
Raley, R., Grossman, J., & Walker, K. E. (2005). Getting it right: Strategies for after-school success. Philadelphia: Public/Private Ventures. www.policystudies.com/studies/youth/OST.html.
This report outlines strategies for recruiting youth to after school programs and targeting specific populations, such as older youth and high-risk youth, during recruitment. The report also outlines various sustained engagement strategies, such as creating a safe climate and offering a variety of activities.
Saito, R. (2007). Beyond access and supply: Youth-led strategies to captivate young people’s interest in and demand for youth programs and opportunities, New Directions for Youth Development 112, 57-74.

Saito explores the dilemma that not nearly enough children and youth are being asked to engage in growth-enhancing youth opportunities by offering suggestions to salient questions, such as: What can educators learn from young people about designing captivating opportunities for positive youth development? How can the unique expertise and perspectives of young people be unleashed to create effective marketing strategies to increase the interest and participation of their peers in these programs and relationships?

Weiss, H., Little, P.M.D. & Bouffard, S. (Eds.) (2005). Participation in youth programs: Enrollment, attendance, and engagement. New Directions for Youth Development, Issue 105.

To fully understand, and then intervene to improve participation in OST programs, issues of access, enrollment, and engagement must be considered, and in the context of program quality. Contributing authors unpack the construct of participation, posing a three-part equation, participation = enrollment + attendance + engagement, and examine these three critical components of overall participation in out-of-school time programs. 
Wimer, C., Bouffard, S., Caronongan, P., Dearing, E., Simpkins, S., Little, P.M.D. & Weiss, H. (2006). What are kids getting into these days?: Demographic differences in youth out-of-school time participation. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Family Research Project.

http://www.hfrp.org/publications-resources/browse-our-publications/what-are-kids-getting-into-these-days-demographic-differences-in-youth-out-of-school-time-participation
This research brief examines demographic differences in youth's OST participation rates. It first provides information on current demographic differences in OST participation rates, and then looks at whether there is any evidence that such differences have changed in recent years. The brief concludes with implications for practitioners, policymakers, and researchers.
TEA does not endorse any of the external products, vendors, consultants, or documentation referenced in this document. Any mention of vendors, products, or services is for informational purposes only. 

