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RECOMMENDED 

GRADE LEVEL

6, 7, & 8 

ACADEMICS MATH, LANGUAGE ARTS, SOCIAL STUDIES

TEKS ADDRESSED 128.22 LANGUAGE ARTS 

DESCRIPTION Students participate in read-alouds using Big Books. The instructor increases reading comprehension by 
engaging students in meaningful and purposeful reading activities. 

Day 1 
Educator introduces Big Books. Students form groups of three. Each group selects a big book to review and read. 
Students discuss the large print and pictures in the book. Students are encouraged to discuss and share their 
opinions of using Big Books to learn a second language. Students are allowed to move around the classroom and 
share their books with other students. Students visit the school library and review relevant books and articles 
appropriate to their grade level.  

Day 2 
Educator models by reading from a Big Book, three or four pages at a time. Students list words with which they 
are familiar and explain how these words and topics are related to their personal experiences. Small groups 
discuss the words and topics and report to the whole group. Each group selects a Big Book. Students takes turns 
reading to each other (one page or one paragraph at a time). Students discucss what they have read.  

Day 3 
Each group selects a Big Book. Students take turns reading to each other (one page or one paragraph at a time). 
Students discuss what they have read and associate it with real-world experiences. Students list familar words 
and new terms. New terms are discussed and defined. Each small group reports its findings to the whole group. 

Day 4 
Educator selects another Big Book. Students volunteer to read paragraphs or pages from the big book. Students 
discuss the familar words and new words in small groups. Students connect real-world experiences to the topic of 
the book. Students identify synonyms from the lists of familiar words and new words. Small groups report 
synonyms to the whole group.  

Day 5 
Small groups create a Big Book using real-world experiences.  

TIME REQUIRED 20-30 minutes 

MATERIALS Big Books

APPROXIMATE 

COST

$0-$3.00 per student

TEACHER TIPS 1. Pre-select Big Books appropriate for age and grade level. 
2. This lesson is appropriate for middle school ELL students at 3rd or 4th grade reading levels. 
3. Recruit one assistant to help hold big book.

ADAPTATIONS 1. Choose books at grade level or one level above. 
2. Instructor reads passages and checks for understanding. 
3. Students read Big Books in pairs. 
4. Provide Spanish language Big Books. 
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