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	Texas ACE Lesson Plan

Ning 101              

	Lesson Description

	Lesson Description: Give a brief description about the lesson. What is the big picture and purpose? What are the lesson goals and objectives?
Students will be introduced to the online Ning community, set up accounts, and begin the framework for creating their own Ning webpage.  Students will be expected to:

· Learn the basics of how to create their own Ning social media page as a platform for incorporating (and sharing the product of) skills learned in later lessons  

· Engage in the growing technical world of Web 2.0 and begin to address the closure of the digital divide

	

	Date(s):                            Grade Level(s):  6 - 8             Lesson Duration (Hours/Sessions):  1 to 2 hours
	

	Focused TEKS:
incorporates all elements of TEKS 126.12
	Standards & Language Objectives 

	Language & Technology Objectives: 
	

	ELPS (English Language Proficiency Standards): If applicable
	Technology: If applicable; use short descriptive statements 
Foundations:  incorporates all foundations  use of data input skills appropriate to the task.
Information Acquisition:  uses a variety of strategies, acquires electronic information, evaluates electronic information
Solving Problems:  uses appropriate computer based tools, uses research skills, uses technology to evaluate work
Communication:  covers most of delivery and format TEKS
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ELL Learning Strategies:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing:
	
	

	Key Vocabulary Terms/Academic Language: What are key words and terms that students should use as part of their discussions, written work, and in showing understanding in this lesson? 
digital divide, Web 2.0, social media, online communities, Ning
	

	Lesson Materials:
computers, internet (open access), projector, dry erase board (or chalk board or flip chart), notebook, pen or pencil
	Lesson Resources: These can include people, web sites, references, etc.
· Campus IT personnel
· www.ning.com 
	Lesson Resources & Set-Up

	Room Preparation/Materials Set-Up:

How should the room and materials be arranged?

· Set up the computer and projector, making sure there is open access to the internet.

· Set up student computers in a way that allows students to choose their own grouping for the lesson.  They will be allowed to work individually or in groups by preference.  
· Do not allow more than four students to work together.
	Grouping of Students/Parents/Family: Select those that apply How will you group students/parents/families for each section of the lesson to structure peer-to-peer interaction? How will you get them into these groups (e.g., counting off, common interests, etc.)?
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Triads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Groups of _____ 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: variable number groups

	Grouping Strategy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Counting Off
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Interests

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Self-chosen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Tasks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:____________

	


	Procedures: (Describe each section, step-by-step. Adjust the number of steps needed. Incorporate best-practices.)
	Guiding Questions: (Questions you want them to be able to answer and think about, using the New Bloom’s Taxonomy.)
	

	Engage                                                  Length (Time):  15 minutes
How will you capture their attention?

How can you elicit their previous knowledge? What do they already know about this topic?
How does this topic connect to their world?

Service Learning: How will you guide them in identifying a service learning project? How will you guide them in learning about their selection and assessing needs?

Step 1) Begin with a brief discussion about the need for online privacy and respect.  The purpose is to set up an environment in which students feel comfortable sharing their already created personal spaces on the internet.  

Step 2) Once students have agreed to be positive participants, begin asking the guiding questions; this will allow the students to become the initial teachers of the lesson.  During the discussion, pull up the different websites that are being discussed and share the students’ favorite examples (viral video clips, facebook pages, photo folders, etc.) or your own.

Step 3) This portion of the lesson has the potential to go on for a long time.  Let students know they will have time later to continue sharing, but finish the discussion by directing their attention to www.ning.com.

	Your facilitation questions should elicit prior knowledge and help make a connection to the day’s topic.
How many of you use Facebook?  What is Facebook? 
How many have seen YouTube?  Share with us what YouTube is all about.
Who uses Flickr?  What do you do to use Flickr?
What is the internet? Web 2.0? Social Media?

Do you Twitter?  What is Twitter?
How many of you blog or have a website? Tell us about it.
	Engage

	Explore                                                 Length (Time):  30 minutes
What hands-on/exploration activities will they do?

How will they be working – groups, individually?

Service Learning: How will they explore key components and possibilities around the community issue? What are some causes behind the issues? What is the academic connection?

Step 1) Direct students to their work computers, allowing them time to arrange themselves in groups of no more than four.  If there are enough computers, students may also choose to work on their own.

Step 2) Begin by sharing the history of the Ning community, then start demonstrating techniques for creating of a web page.  It will be okay if student groups do not follow along directly with your instruction; the purpose of this section is to allow for true exploration.

Step 3) Move around the room and assist students with self-creating.  If an issue will be of use to everyone, redirect attention to the instructor’s projected computer screen and demonstrate the answer to the problem or issue.

	Your facilitation questions should help connect to a hypothesis/theory and lead them to constructing their ideas and thoughts. 
If you could create anything, what would you create?  Is that possible in the digital world?

How do websites like Ning help people stay in touch?

Do Ning and other such websites encourage people to be more or less social?

Do social networking sites change your view of “community”?  What are some pros and cons?
	Explore

	Explain                                                 Length (Time):  15 minutes
How will they show understanding, observations, and hypotheses of the topics/concepts in their own words?

Introduce students to models, laws, theories and ask them to connect knowledge from the Explore phase using the new terms/vocabulary.

How will they explain their thoughts/ideas (to a partner, small group, whole class)?

Service Learning: What is a possible design or model that explains the issue? 

Step 1) Share with the students the concept of Moore’s Law.

Step 2) Share with the students the concept of Dunbar’s Number.

Step 3) Go over the history of search engines and allow students to brainstorm the ones they know.  After posting the list on white board/chalk board/flip chart, take a survey to see which ones are used most frequently.  Ask for volunteers to explain why they prefer using certain search engines to others.

	Your facilitation questions should allow them to make justifications and connect to new knowledge, information, or ways of thinking.
What do you think about Moore’s Law? Is it true? What do you think?
Is Dunbar’s Number real or do you think people can have more than 150 stable relationships with people? 
How does Moore’s Law tie in to Dunbar’s Number? What is the connection? 
Why is Google so big, Yahoo!, etc…? Why do you think Microsoft is trying so hard to promote Bing?
How do Moore’s Law, Dunbar’s Number, and search engines affect your future?
	Explain

	Elaborate (Create)                             Length (Time):  45 minutes
They should be able to process what they learned and share what they learned in a variety of ways (verbally, visually, kinesthetically, etc.). How will they extend their learning and transfer their knowledge to new situations/applications? What will they create?

Service Learning: How will they design, plan and implement the service? 

Step 1) Students will continue working (individually or in groups) to develop their preliminary Ning webpage.

Step 2) About 15 minutes before the end of the session, ask groups to create a visual representation of what they would still like to accomplish or incorporate on their Ning webpage.  This could be a mindmap, a sketch or a flowchart.  This visual representation will serve as a plan for continuing work during lesson #7, Ning 201.


	Your facilitation questions should guide them in applying their knowledge to new areas or fields and forming new hypotheses, and to other content areas/applications. What are some “what if” types of questions that can be asked (changes in conditions, parameters, materials, etc.)?
What will your Ning webpage look like in the future?

What type of resources will you use to enhance your Ning page?

What is the value of maintaining a social media webpage such as this?

	Elaborate

	Evaluate                                                 Length (Time):  5 minutes
How will they demonstrate their understanding throughout each of the above phases?

How will you assess knowledge at the end of the lesson?

Service Learning: How will they know if the service had an impact on the community?

Step 1) Student/group progress on the Ning webpage will serve to demonstrate understanding of the skills associated with creating a social networking page.

Step 2) Before finishing for the day, have students/groups post on their Ning webpage:  three things they liked about the day’s activity; two things they learned from the lesson; one thing they would like to add to their webpage.


	Your facilitation questions should help you determine whether you have met the lesson goals and objectives. 

How do you feel about being the “owner” of your own Ning page?

What do you plan to do with the knowledge you learned today?

Are you interested in learning more about any of today’s material?  Why?
	Evaluate

	Closing Activity/Reflection: (Can be part of the Evaluate section above)
This should be a focused activity where students/parents/families reflect on their learning. It can include such strategies as Accountable Talk, 3-2-1 (3 things you liked, 2 things you learned, and 1 comment or question you have), or another type of strategy that brings forward their opinions and ideas about what they learned and how to enhance the lesson.
Students will complete a 3-2-1 activity and post their reflections on their Ning webpage:

3 things they liked about the day’s activity

2 things they learned from the lesson

1 things they would like to add to their webpage


	Lesson Reflection

	Instructor: (Select who is delivering this activity by right-clicking on the appropriate box below and selecting Properties and select Checked)
Note:  In this unit, one of the instructor’s most vital qualifications is familiarity with the technology being utilized.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Certified Teacher         FORMCHECKBOX 
College Student       FORMCHECKBOX 
Volunteer      FORMCHECKBOX 
Para-professional      FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:    

	

	Lesson Reflection: (Please complete after the lesson.)
What are some modifications you made along the way? How would you assess student/parent/family learning and understanding? What are some things you would do differently? 
	


[image: image1.png]’ n TEXAS 215" CENTURY COMMUNITY @
o LEARNING CENTERS

TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY EDVANCE
research



[image: image2.png]




Page 1 of 4

