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	Texas ACE Lesson Plan

Podcasting 101

	Lesson Description

	Lesson Description: Introduce students to all elements of podcasting. Share the history, resources available, and give some examples of great podcasts created by kids. Walk the students through a storyboard concept and begin prep work for development of an actual podcast. 

	

	Date(s):    TBD                             Grade Level(s):    TBD                         Lesson Duration (Hours/Sessions):  ?/?
	

	Focused TEKS:  Incorporates all elements of TEKS 126.12 (list other TEKS as applicable – broad spectrum).

	Standards & Language Objectives 

	Language & Technology Objectives: 
	

	ELPS (English Language Proficiency Standards): If applicable
	Technology: If applicable; use short descriptive statements 
Foundations:


Information Acquisition: Demonstrate the ability to locate and acquire relevant information. 
Solving Problems: Demonstrate proficiency in the use of multimedia authoring programs. 
Communication:  Design and create interdisciplinary multimedia presentations. 


	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ELL Learning Strategies:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing:
	
	

	Key Vocabulary Terms/Academic Language: Podcast, segment, tagline, teaser, import, export, convert, trim, effects, content, audio, tracks, publish, sound byte, audience, key market, target, broadcast, airtime, edit, RSS, subscribe, viral, Internet meme, MP3, WAV, AIFF, bit rate, codec, creative commons licensing
	

	Lesson Materials: Computer, Microphone, USB Headset, Digital Voice Recorders, Audacity (Windows) or Garage Band (Mac), Flip chart, markers, notebook paper, pens/pencils. 
	Lesson Resources: Storage space (on computer or online), access to Audacity (open source) or other recording open source resource, access to iTunes & podbean.com. 
	Lesson Resources & Set-Up

	Room Preparation/Materials Set-Up:

Simple classroom style with each student having access to a laptop, microphone, and headset. Student groups should have access to flipcharts and writing material. Field reporters should have access to digital voice recorders. 
	Grouping of Students/Parents/Family: Select those that apply How will you group students/parents/families for each section of the lesson to structure peer-to-peer interaction? How will you get them into these groups (e.g., counting off, common interests, etc.)?
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Triads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Groups of _____ 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: __________

	Grouping Strategy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Counting Off
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Interests

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Self-chosen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Tasks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:____________

	


	Procedures: (Describe each section, step-by-step. Adjust the number of steps needed. Incorporate best-practices.)
	Guiding Questions: (Questions you want them to be able to answer and think about, using the New Bloom’s Taxonomy.)
	

	Engage                                                  Length (Time): 15 to 30 mins
Step 1) Verbally test student knowledge of podcasting and access capabilities. Identify students that are experts & influencers. 
Step 2) Give example of a podcast (Wayne’s World)
Step 3) Share history of the podcast
Step 4) As a large ground, stimulate brainstorming ideas
	· What two words does podcast come from?

· Who created podcasting? When? 
· Who podcasts? Why? Cool or not?
· What are some of your favorite podcasts? 
· How do you create a podcast? 
· If you could do a podcast on anything, what would it look like? 
	Engage

	Explore                                                 Length (Time): 30 mins
Step 1) Allow class to self-divide into groups
Step 2) Instruct each group to begin work on a pre-production storyboard conceptual idea or a mindmap. 
Step 3) Have groups prepare a short 1 minute presentation for the class on their pre-production storyboard. 
	· Who will be the techie for the podcast? The host? 

· What segments make up the podcast? What topic?

· Who is your target audience? 

· Does anybody have any ideas for this group’s storyboard?
	Explore

	Explain                                                 Length (Time): 30 mins
Step 1) Introduce students to Audacity or Garage Band. Showcase how students can learn independently without an instructor (help menu / online tutorials / helpful blogs or posts).
Step 2) Have students practice recording themselves reading tongue twisters or nursery rhymes. 
Step 3) Playback recordings and then demonstrate editing process. 
Step 4) Show how software can be used to create mashups and demonstrate some existing mashups (music from Glee). 

	· What is the purpose of recording software?

· Why edit, why not live? 
· How can we modify voice quality?
· Is pronunciation important? Do you need to exaggerate voice and tone when recording? 
· Is the speed ok? 
· What if we hear someone in the background? Can we edit them out? What if you sneeze or cough? 
· How can we add music overlays to our podcast?
	Explain

	Elaborate (Create)                             Length (Time): 30 mins
Step 1) Record your podcast from your storyboard concept. 
Step 2) Edit your podcast for production. 
Step 3) Share elements of your podcast (not enough to give all segments away) with the class. 
Step 4) Publish your podcast. 
	· Was recording difficult?

· What challenges did you have with editing? 
· What was your favorite part of developing your podcast? Other podcasts? 
· Now that your podcast is published, how do you “campaign” for listeners?
	Elaborate

	Evaluate                                                 Length (Time):
 15 to 30 mins
Step 1) Have the students send a podcast segment on what they have learned from this activity. (You could also discuss as a class)
Step 2) Ask the class about potential careers that use the same technology. 
Step 3) Have the students share how podcasting can help in school (open-ended brainstorming). 
Step 4) Take personal time to reflect on activity and personal learnings gleamed from students. 

	· Was it hard or easy? 

· Could you do it again? How? 
· What careers are out there that do this? (be prepared to share a few)
· Could podcasting help in math? Science? Reading? Social Studies? 
· If your podcast became its very own radio station, would you parents listen? What would draw them in? 
	Evaluate

	Closing Activity/Reflection: (Can be part of the Evaluate section above)
(included in evaluation segment)
	Lesson Reflection

	Instructor: (Select who is delivering this activity by right-clicking on the appropriate box below and selecting Properties and select Checked)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Certified Teacher         FORMCHECKBOX 
College Student       FORMCHECKBOX 
Volunteer      FORMCHECKBOX 
Para-professional      FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:                        
	

	Lesson Reflection: (Please complete after the lesson.)
What are some modifications you made along the way? How would you assess student/parent/family learning and understanding? What are some things you would do differently? 
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