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Key QuestionsKey Questions
What is creativity and why is it the “critical friend” of 
learning?

How can I use technology to help me foster and 
engage the creative capacities of my students?

What are the key elements for fostering creativity that 
I need to include in every lesson I plan with my 
students?
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Introduction

Creativity Defined
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Small Group ActivitySmall Group Activity

Summary

Q & I2



IntroductionIntroduction
I…

act
teach

write

I used to live…
in Austin, Texas

in the Teton Mountains of Idaho

Now, I live…

in the Teton Mountains of Idaho



THREE POLLSTHREE POLLS

Poll: Did you attend the first ACE Innovative Learning y g
webinar with Shawn Petty? 

Poll: Did you see my keynote at the August 
conference? (yes/no)

Poll: If you did, which of my characters stuck with 
? ( / / / )you? (Dr. Normal/Edy/Maria/Joanne)



What is Creativity?What is Creativity?

The use of the imagination or original ideasThe use of the imagination or original ideas.
Oxford American Dictionary

Gi t ti <th ti i l >Given to creating <the creative impulse>
Merriam-Webster Dictionary

The quality or ability to create or invent something.
Wiktionary

Creativity is the process of having original 
ideas that have value.

Sir Ken RobinsonSir Ken Robinson
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Fostering Creative ExpressionFostering Creative Expression

Idea, Question, or Impulse

+ Tools+  Tools

+  Time

+ Open Access

+ Mistakes

C ti E iCreative Expression



Web 2 0 Learning SitesWeb 2.0 Learning Sites
Early Elementary

Shidonni (www.shidonni.com)
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Web 2 0 Learning SitesWeb 2.0 Learning Sites
Middle School

Global Education Collaborative 
(http://globaleducation.ning.com)
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High School
Scribblar (www.scribblar.com)
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Web 2 0 Learning SitesWeb 2.0 Learning Sites
Middle School

Global Education Collaborative 
(globaleducation.ning.com)

High School
Scribblar (www.scribblar.com)

Wordle (www.wordle.net)

Taking it Global (www tigweb org)Taking it Global (www.tigweb.org)

Google Docs - Word Publishing 
(www google com/docs)(www.google.com/docs)



Google Docs (word publishing)Google Docs (word publishing)



Group ActivityGroup Activity 
Convene in groups of 3 and select one person to 
share their lesson with the groupshare their lesson with the group.

Together, identify three things:g , y g
1. The tools for creative expression.
2. The moments when students make choices.
3 Rate the level of open access: none some very3. Rate the level of open access: none, some, very

Together, brainstorm how the lesson can be g
expanded to include:
1. more or better interactive tools
2 more or better student choices2. more or better student choices
3. more or better open access



Tools Choice and AccessTools, Choice and Access



One Student’s CommentOne Student s Comment

I get my assignments at school. 

I learn at home. 

It’s easier that way.



One Student’s CommentOne Student s Comment

I get my assignments at school. 

I learn at home. 

It’s easier that way.

Our “in-between” Opportunity



Los Angeles Times ArticleLos Angeles Times Article



QuestionsQ
&
I2*I2*

*Ideas & Insights: I don’t have the answers.



Closing
Thank you for all you do as 
t d f t d t ti it

Closing

stewards of student creativity.

For more information about my work and the research around 
student voice, go to my website:

www.actwith.com


