Where in the World is Africa?

	Activity Description
	Texas ACE Activity/Unit Planning Worksheet
Where in the World is Africa?

	
	Activity Description:  Describe what the activity is about. What is the big picture and purpose of the activity/unit? What are the goals and outcomes for students and parents/family? What products will students, parents, and/or families create?

Africa is a huge continent with diverse land forms, climates, animals, and human lifestyles. Unfortunately, not many people know this. When we describe Africa, we may generalize it as being a huge safari, a hot dry dessert, or a place where lots of starving people live. The purpose of this unit is to dispel such stereotypes by helping children make connections with the culture, people, landform, language, and music in Africa. At the completion of the unit, students will recognize that children in Africa have dreams and aspirations just like children in other countries.

· Students will be able to understand global learning in a more tangible way.  They will explore through active participation, reading through a variety of literature, and implementing what they learned with their families and school community.
· Parents will be able to take books to share at home in order to interact with their children about what they are learning in school.  Parents will volunteer and help prepare cultural foods, play with their children, and listen to a musical concert.


	
	Texas 21st Century Learning Center Objectives:  How does this activity/unit connect to the Texas 21st CCLC Goals & Objectives? 
Check most relevant:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Improve Academics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Improve Attendance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Improve Behavior

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increase Promotion Rates

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increase Graduation Rates
	Needs Assessment Activity Statement: What need(s) are being addressed through this activity/unit as informed by your campus needs assessment?
· This unit increases students’ global awareness and helps them make connections between themselves and other cultures.

	
	Term:  any     Duration (days/hours/sessions):  10 days/45 min per session     Grade Level(s):  K - 5

	
	Frequency: (Select One) 
	Target Audience: (Select One) 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Every week                                       FORMCHECKBOX 
1 to 3 times per month  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Students                      FORMCHECKBOX 
Adult Family

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Less than 1 time per month           FORMCHECKBOX 
One-time event
	

	
	Target Area(s) Addressed: Check those that are most relevant

	
	Core Content Areas:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading/ELA

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Math

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Science

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Studies
	Other Areas:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fine Arts                  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Economic Literacy         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Global Learning
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Health Literacy       FORMCHECKBOX 
Cultural Activities           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Service Learning  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 English Language Proficiency Standards           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:

	
	TEKS:  What are the state standards that this activity addresses?
§110.3. English Language Arts and Reading

2(A, & B), 3(D), 9(C), 16 (B), 18 (E), 23 (B & C)

§113.2. Social Studies

K-5 Geography (A & B)   K-5 Culture (A & B)

K-5 Economics (A & B)    K-5 Science &Technology ( B)
ELPS - 74.4. English Language Proficiency Standards.

1 Cross-curricular second language acquisition essential knowledge and skills.

 ( C )use strategic learning techniques such as concept mapping, drawing, memorizing, comparing, contrasting, and reviewing to acquire basic and grade-level vocabulary;
Technology - §126.3. Technology Applications, Grades 3-5.

The student acquires electronic information in a variety of formats, with appropriate supervision.

	
	Lessons at a Glance:  Give a brief statement for each Lesson’s Objective. Adjust the number of lessons as needed below. 

	
	Lesson 1:  AFRICA: It's Not a Country - Children will recognize, on a map of Africa the difference between a nation and a continent, and learned that Africa consist of 53 nations. 
	Lesson 6:  JOURNEY TO A WILDLIFE PARK - Students will identify similarities and differences between Rehema's life and culture, and their own.

	
	Lesson 2:  A Child's Daily Life in South Africa - Students will identify three similarities between the daily life of a child in South Africa and the daily life of a child in America. Students will write a letter or draw a picture in which they will share something they do in their daily lives in the states.
	Lesson 7:  Jambo Means Hello - Students will gain an appreciation for Swahili as a language spoken in many parts of Africa. Students will share and illustrate words from their own culture using English and Swahili and others to create a word quilt.

	
	Lesson 3:  Life in African Villages - Students will complete a chart comparing and contrasting African villages with their own communities.
	Lesson 8:  Games and Toys Reflect Resources - Students will demonstrate their understanding that different games reflect local resources by creating a type of ball.

	
	Lesson 4:  Africa - Not Just One Big Safari - Students will draw a picture of an African city that includes places similar to those found in U.S.
	Lesson 9:  Foods in America that are from Africa - Students will make a stew common to Africa; and will be able to discuss how foods may be similar but prepared differently.

	
	Lesson 5:  Africa & the United States:  How do we compare materially? - Students will contribute in a discussion on how the material possessions of a family and the uses of their possessions are affected by their place of living. They will select and justify what they think would be one of the family's most valued possessions.
	Lesson 10:  Exploring African Music - Students will come to appreciate African Music and the rich culture it represents. 

Students will also represent a musical from Abiyoyo, and identify two characteristics of African Music in their journals.



	
	Culminating Activity: What is the final closing event or lesson that connects the lessons of this activity/unit together and brings closure?
The students will make invitations designed with what they learned during the study of this unit.  They will invite parents, community partners, and school connections to view their short musical and share as snacks the food prepared from lesson #9.


	Materials & Resources
	Materials: This is a complete list for all the lessons in this activity/unit including Technology Tools (computers, internet, gaming systems, etc.)

In most of the lessons you will need to get a book from your school library.  Because of the number of materials involved

 the items are organized by lesson.

General materials – computers for the students, projector, CD player
L1 - Map of Africa, student copies of the African map, model map that has already been completed for the students to view, and crayons/colored pencils                                                      L2 - Not So Fast Songololo . (book written and illustrated by Niki Daly). Aladdin Paperbacks, 1996.
L3 - Various pictures of Mbuti (from the web)          
L4 - Book from library, map of Africa, pictures of major cities in South Africa (It is best if you have color pictures from books or magazines, but you can print pictures from this lesson plan if needed.) Large sheets of drawing paper for each student.                                             

L5 - Book from the library; laminated color photo copies of the title pages of Mali, South Africa, and U.S.A. which show the families, and all of their possessions, in front of their homes; paper for each group of the students to write their list of their family's possessions.                                          

L6 - A book from the library; map of Tanzania within Africa; various pictures of African wildlife:  zebras, rhinoceroses, hippopotamuses, giraffes, lions, tigers, etc.                                                     L7 - a book from the library; English/Swahili Dictionary; Plain or colored paper cut into 8" squares or 1./2 sheet of 8"x11"; Variety of writing tools, crayons and markers; ist of 26 English/Swahili words World map or globe.  
L8 - games (example: dominoes, jump-rope); pictures of children in Africa; opies of rubric Rags and string or twine (ask students two days before this project to bring these supplies from home.)                                                                          L9 - book from the library; parent volunteers; foods needed for recipe: cocoa beans, sugar beats, cumin oats, barley, peanuts, yams, sesame, cassava, yam, sweet potatoes; large frying pan, pot, and hot plate; paper bowls and spoons.                             
L10 - Book: Seeger, Pete. ABIYOYO. Illustrated by Michael Hays. Scholastic Inc., 1989; C.D./ Tape: Zimmer, Hans, Lebo M. and Jay Rifkin. The Power Of One. With Bulawayo Church Choir, Teddy Pendergrass. Warner Brothers, 1992. (Tape or C.D. player also needed)  Instruments: Drums, Rattles, and Clappers (optional)

	Resources: These can include web sites, people, books, etc.
· L2.-Not So Fast Songololo . (book written and illustrated by Niki Daly). Aladdin Paperbacks, 1996.                           (http://www.epals.com/cgi-bin/search.cgi).
· L3 - http://chayden.net/carrie-hayden/mbuti/mbuti1.htm and Fualni (see http://www.bethany-wpc.org/profiles/p_code4/540.html people and their surroundings                           
· L4 - Somewhere in Africa by Ingrid Mennen and Niki Daly             
· L5 - Manzel, Peter. Material World: A Global Family Portrait. San Francisco, Sierra Club Books. 1996.      
· L6 - The book, Rehema's Journey--A Visit in Tanzania, by Barbara A. Margolies                            
· L7 - Jambo Means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book by Muriel Feeling                
· L9 - Burckhardt, Ann L. The People of Africa and Their Food. Capstone Press, 1996.
· L10 - Seeger, Pete. ABIYOYO. Illustrated by Michael Hays. Scholastic Inc., 1989

	
	Activity Preparation Information:
What information is important in preparing for this activity/unit? Is there any scheduling or things that require you to plan with others? Will other adults need to be notified about certain events (e.g., Campus/District Parent Liaison might need to know about the Family Connections).
· In order to prepare for these lessons, instructors must read ahead and have good communication with their librarian.  Most of the lessons require literature and you will need materials and support from the library.



	Support
	Providers/Partnerships:  Who will you partner with to support activity/unit goals and objectives?
· 4-H AgriLife Extension
· American Automobile Association to obtain maps
· Guest speakers from the school or district who have personal knowledge of Africa.
· Local businesses who deal with artifacts from Africa
· Any information from the U.S. Embassy that represents any of the countries in Africa

	Educational Field Trips: (If applicable)
What are some real and/or virtual field trips that provide students with learning experiences that are difficult to duplicate in the classroom?
· Peace Corps, World Wise Schools Educator’s Page - http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/educators/ 

· Smithsonian Education - http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/  


	Outcomes & Best Practices
	College Readiness Cross-Disciplinary Standards: Check those that apply

	
	Key Cognitive Skills

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Intellectual Curiosity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Reasoning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Problem Solving

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Academic Behaviors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Work Habits

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Academic Integrity
	Foundational Skills
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Reading across curriculum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Writing across curriculum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research across curriculum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Use of data

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Technology

	
	Partnership for 21st Century Skills (for Student Activities only): Check those that are most relevant 

	
	Learning & Innovation Skills
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Creativity & Innovation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Communication & Collaboration

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Critical Thinking & Problem  
       Solving
	
	Information, Media, & Tech. Skills
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Information Literacy    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Media Literacy   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Information, Communication, & 
       Technology Literacy           
	
	Life & Career Skills
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flexibility & Adaptability

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Initiative & Self-Direction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social & Cross-Cultural Skills

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Productivity & Accountability
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Leadership & Responsibility

	Texas 21st CCLC Components 
	Texas 21st CCLC Component: Check only one component
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Academic Assistance
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Family/Parental Support Services
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 College &  Workforce Readiness     

Academic Assistance Tutoring Activities        
 Pre-test(s):                                                    
 Post-test(s):
	Principles of Effectiveness: Select those you applied

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Assessed data of before- and after-school programs and activities in the school and community.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Established set of measurable goals and objectives and designed activity to meet them.

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Integrated scientifically based research that provides evidence that activity/program will help meet student achievement standards.

	School Day & Family Connection
	School Day Connection: 
What did you do to connect to the school day? 
Check those that apply
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attended Team Meeting with Teachers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Referenced School TAKS Schedule

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Referenced School/District School Curriculum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Developed with School/District Teachers
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consulted with District/School Content Area Specialist(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:________________________________
	Family Connections: If applicable
How does this activity include family and address family involvement? What parent/family lessons do you have planned and where would they occur throughout this activity?
· Parents will be asked to volunteer in order to accomplish some of the lessons.

· Parents will be asked to view the students’ final product; they will see a short musical and sample the foods made from on of the lessons.

· Parents will be able to take books to share at home in order to learn more about and interact with the material their children are learning at school.

	Reflections
	Activity Reflections: Please fill out after the last lesson of this activity/unit.

What are some modifications you made along the way? How did you know students learned? How did you know parents/families learned or were engaged? How would you assess student/parent/family impact on the community or results of this (service-learning) activity? What are some things you would do differently?
Student Voice: It is important to get student reflections and ask them about their thoughts. Ask your students: What things did they like/dislike? How would they change this activity (to make it better)? What are possibilities for this activity to extend it? How can parents/families be brought into it more?
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