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Lesson # 7  Jambo Means Hello:  AN INTRODUCTION TO SWAHILI 

	Lesson Description

	Lesson Description: Give a brief description about the lesson. What is the big picture and purpose? What are the lesson goals and objectives?
"The languages of the world are the songs of the earth."

1. Students will gain an appreciation for Swahili as a language spoken in many parts of Africa.


2. Students will share and illustrate words from their  culture using English and Swahili and others to create a word quilt.
	

	Date(s):                                    Grade Level(s):          3-5           Lesson Duration (Hours/Sessions):  45min.
	

	Focused TEKS:
110.2. English Language Arts and Reading     (13) Reading/culture. The student reads or listens to increase knowledge of his/her own culture, the culture of others, and the common elements of cultures. The student is expected to:                 (A) connect his/her own experiences with the life experiences, language, customs, and culture of others                                                                         (K-3); and (B) compare experiences of characters across cultures (K-3).
	Standards & Language Objectives 

	Language & Technology Objectives: 
	

	ELPS (English Language Proficiency Standards): If applicable
	Technology: If applicable; use short descriptive statements 
 Foundations: 1A – use technology terminology appropriately, 1E – use remote equipment/printer,2A use variety of input devices, 2C touch keyboarding techniques, 3
Information Acquisition:  students will use the internet to explore the geography of Africa; select appropriate strategies to navigate websites, use online help, 

Solving Problems: use communication tools to participate in group projects
Communication: use appropriate applications
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ELL Learning Strategies:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing:
	
	

	Key Vocabulary Terms/Academic Language: What are key words and terms that students should use as part of their discussions, written work, and in showing understanding in this lesson? 
Jambo, Swahili, language
	

	Lesson Materials:
1. Jambo Means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book by Muriel Feelings                                           

2. English/Swahili Dictionary                                       

3. Plain or colored paper cut into 8" squares or 1/2 sheet of 8"x11"                                        

4. Variety of writing tools, crayons and markers.                                                          5. List of 26 English/Swahili words                  

6. World map or globe
	Lesson Resources: These can include people, web sites, references, etc.
A book from the library

World map, globe or projector


	Lesson Resources & Set-Up

	Room Preparation/Materials Set-Up:

How should the room and materials be arranged?
Have the map of Africa displayed on the wall.


	Grouping of Students/Parents/Family: Select those that apply How will you group students/parents/families for each section of the lesson to structure peer-to-peer interaction? How will you get them into these groups (e.g., counting off, common interests, etc.)?
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Triads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Groups of  6
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: __________

	Grouping Strategy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Counting Off
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Interests

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Self-chosen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Tasks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:____________

	


	Procedures: (Describe each section, step-by-step. Adjust the number of steps needed. Incorporate best-practices.)
	Guiding Questions: (Questions you want them to be able to answer and think about, using the New Bloom’s Taxonomy.)
	

	Engage                                                  Length (Time):

How will you capture their attention?

How can you elicit their previous knowledge? What do they already know about this topic?
How does this topic connect to their world?

Service Learning: How will you guide them in identifying a service learning project? How will you guide them in learning about their selection and assessing needs?

Step 1. - Greet each child as they arrive in the morning with "Jambo "(jahm-bow), or with "Karibu,' (kah-ree-boo), meaning hello or welcome. Ask students, "Does anyone know what I was saying to you as you came into the room?" (Let the children guess.) "The language I was speaking was Swahili. Jambo means hello, and karibu means welcome
Step 2.-Spark students’ interest by telling them that Africa is the second-largest continent in the world and home to 53 nations with a combined total population twice the size of the United States.    
Step 3. - Tell the students that it is a vast and diverse land of waterfalls, deserts, rain forests and grasslands. The languages of Africa are also diverse with 800-1,000 different languages spoken among the people. 
Step 4. - Explain the students that one of the most common languages spoken is Swahili (or Kiswahili, which is the proper way to identify the language.) Swahili is an Arabic word meaning "of the coast" or people of the coast." It is one of 80 Bantu (African) languages, and is the national language of Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, and is spoken in Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire, and other parts of central and eastern Africa.     
Step 5.-Teach students that Swahili was not a written language until after the arrival of British colonists. The British influence may explain why the pronunciation of the vowels and consonants found in Swahili and the Kiswahili alphabet is similar to American English. The Kiswahili alphabet consists of 24 letters, lacking the letters Q and X.

	Your facilitation questions should elicit prior knowledge and help make a connection to the day’s topic.
Which one is the most common language spoken in Africa?

When was Swahili a written language?

How is Swahili similar to the American language?


	Engage

	Explore                                                 Length (Time):
What hands-on/exploration activities will they do?

How will they be working – groups, individually?

Service Learning: How will they explore key components and possibilities around the community issue? What are some causes behind the issues? What is the academic connection?
Step 1. - Tell the students that: "Swahili is spoken on the continent of Africa. That's quite far from where we live. The continent our state is in is the North American continent. (Show where the continent of Africa is.) As you can see Africa is far from the North American continent and far from our state."              
Step 2. -"Imagine if every state in the United States had its own language. We would have a lot of languages, but not as many as on the African continent.

	Your facilitation questions should help connect to a hypothesis/theory and lead them to constructing their ideas and thoughts. 
Can anyone tell us what town we live in? 

Who can tell us what state we live in on the map? (or globe)
Where is Africa located?
	Explore

	Explain                                                 Length (Time):

How will they show understanding, observations, and hypotheses of the topics/concepts in their own words?

Introduce students to models, laws, theories and ask them to connect knowledge from the Explore phase using the new terms/vocabulary.

How will they explain their thoughts/ideas (to a partner, small group, whole class)?

Service Learning: What is a possible design or model that explains the issue? 

Step 1 - Explain that over 800 languages are spoken in Africa and Swahili is spoken in many parts of central and eastern Africa.                                      
Step 2  - Show the class, Jambo Means Hello: Swahili Alphabet Book. "Today, we are going to learn some new words. They are words that are spoken in Africa. They are Swahili.  Listen to the Swahili alphabet, notice if it is like ours or different. Listen to how the words sound and what the words mean. We will talk about our new words after I finish reading the book."             
Step 3 - Read the story to the class.

	Your facilitation questions should allow them to make justifications and connect to new knowledge, information, or ways of thinking.
How many languages are spoken in Africa?
What is the language most spoken in Africa?

Why is it important to listen very attentively when learning a new language?
	Explain

	Elaborate (Create)                             Length (Time):
They should be able to process what they learned and share what they learned in a variety of ways (verbally, visually, kinesthetically, etc.). How will they extend their learning and transfer their knowledge to new situations/applications? What will they create?

Service Learning: How will they design, plan and implement the service? 

Step 1 - Tell the class that we are going to imagine that we will be traveling to Africa. We are going to be making a word sharing quilt for our friends. We will each be able to contribute one word to our quilt. This will help them know something about us, just as we know more about them after learning about the Swahili alphabet.                                                                 
Tell students, "Take a few minutes and look at the words I have written on the chart. These are some words we could take to Africa and design into our quilt. The first word is written in English, the word right next to it is written in Swahili."                                            
Step 2 - Say each word in English, then in Swahili.              
Step 3- Tell students, "Pick one word that is special to you. It's okay if someone chooses the same word. If you would like to think of another word that's fine too. I'll look up the word in Swahili and put it on a slip of paper for you to look at."                                                          
Step 4- Tell students, "Each of you has been given a piece of paper. Draw a picture that illustrates what your word means. Write on your drawing your English word and the Swahili word. That way we can share our English word and learn a new Swahili word at the same time."                                                           
Step 5  - "When we learn Swahili, we find out that we have many things in common with people who live in Africa. The words may sound different, but we share the same meanings. Their words help us to understand the African culture better.”

	Your facilitation questions should guide them in applying their knowledge to new areas or fields and forming new hypotheses, and to other content areas/applications. What are some “what if” types of questions that can be asked (changes in conditions, parameters, materials, etc.)?
What are we going to be imagining today?

Why is it important to illustrate when we are learning a new language?

What word did you find interesting today?


	Elaborate

	Evaluate                                                 Length (Time):

How will they demonstrate their understanding throughout each of the above phases?

How will you assess knowledge at the end of the lesson?

Service Learning: How will they know if the service had an impact on the community?

Step  1.- Students will have selected a word to share in English and Swahili, correctly written it in English and Swahili, and illustrated it appropriately, for a word sharing quilt.     
Step  2.-Tell students: After you have written your words and drawn your picture, we will arrange the quilt squares under the border I've put on the wall labeled "English/Swahili: Sharing Languages with our African Friends."                                            
Step 3 -Have children arrange quilt squares on the wall.

	Your facilitation questions should help you determine whether you have met the lesson goals and objectives. 
Why is it important to share what we learned with others?


	Evaluate

	Closing Activity/Reflection: (Can be part of the Evaluate section above)
This should be a focused activity where students/parents/families reflect on their learning. It can include such strategies as Accountable Talk, 3-2-1 (3 things you liked, 2 things you learned, and 1 comment or question you have), or another type of strategy that brings forward their opinions and ideas about what they learned and how to enhance the lesson.
	Lesson Reflection

	Instructor: (Select who is delivering this activity by right-clicking on the appropriate box below and selecting Properties and select Checked)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Certified Teacher         FORMCHECKBOX 
College Student       FORMCHECKBOX 
Volunteer      FORMCHECKBOX 
Para-professional      FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:                        
	

	Lesson Reflection: (Please complete after the lesson.)
What are some modifications you made along the way? How would you assess student/parent/family learning and understanding? What are some things you would do differently? 
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