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	Texas ACE Lesson Plan

Lesson # 6  JOURNEY TO A WILDLIFE PARK 

	Lesson Description

	Lesson Description: Give a brief description about the lesson. What is the big picture and purpose? What are the lesson goals and objectives?
Students will identify similarities and differences between Rehema's life and culture, and their own.

Students will produce a retrieval data chart.
	

	Date(s):                                    Grade Level(s):                                Lesson Duration (Hours/Sessions): 
	

	Focused TEKS:
English Language Reading,  (26)  Research/Gathering Sources. Students determine, locate, and explore the full range of relevant sources addressing a research question and systematically record the information they gather. Students are expected to:                            
(A)  follow the research plan to collect information from multiple sources of information, both oral and written, including: surveys, on-site inspections, and interviews; data from experts, reference texts, and online searches; and visual sources of information (e.g., maps, timelines, graphs) where appropriate
	Standards & Language Objectives 

	Language & Technology Objectives: 
	

	ELPS (English Language Proficiency Standards): If applicable
	Technology: If applicable; use short descriptive statements 
Foundations: 1A – use technology terminology appropriately, 1E – use remote equipment/printer,2A use variety of input devices, 2C touch keyboarding techniques, 3B model respect of intellectual property
Information Acquisition:  students will use the internet to explore the geography of Africa; select appropriate strategies to navigate websites, use online help, 

Solving Problems: use communication tools to participate in group projects
Communication: use appropriate applications
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ELL Learning Strategies:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing:
	
	

	Key Vocabulary Terms/Academic Language: What are key words and terms that students should use as part of their discussions, written work, and in showing understanding in this lesson? 
Data, Retrieval Chart, Journey, similarities and differences
	

	Lesson Materials:
The book, Rehema's Journey--A Visit in Tanzania, by Barbara A. Margolies
A map of Tanzania within Africa

Various pictures of African wildlife: Zebras, Rhinoceroses, Hippopotamuses, Giraffes, Lions, Tigers, etc.
	Lesson Resources: These can include people, web sites, references, etc.
Reference books from the library

Web sites about African animals including ones with virtual field trips.


	Lesson Resources & Set-Up

	Room Preparation/Materials Set-Up:

How should the room and materials be arranged?
Have a CD playing music from the African jungle as the students come into the classroom.

Have in the projector or in paper, pictures of the  African wild life.
If possible have the computer connected to a large screen to show a virtual field trip of an African Safari journey that shows the variety of animal life.

	Grouping of Students/Parents/Family: Select those that apply How will you group students/parents/families for each section of the lesson to structure peer-to-peer interaction? How will you get them into these groups (e.g., counting off, common interests, etc.)?
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Triads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Groups of _____ 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: __________

	Grouping Strategy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Counting Off
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Interests

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Self-chosen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Tasks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:____________

	


	Procedures: (Describe each section, step-by-step. Adjust the number of steps needed. Incorporate best-practices.)
	Guiding Questions: (Questions you want them to be able to answer and think about, using the New Bloom’s Taxonomy.)
	

	Engage                                                  Length (Time):

How will you capture their attention?

How can you elicit their previous knowledge? What do they already know about this topic?
How does this topic connect to their world?

Service Learning: How will you guide them in identifying a service learning project? How will you guide them in learning about their selection and assessing needs?

Step 1) 1.-Spark students’ attention by telling them that they are going to be learning about a little girl about their age, named Rehema.                            
Step 2).-Tell them that Rehema is much like them. She goes to school and learns math, reading, writing, and art. She has friends and has chores around the house. Point out that she doesn't live in America, but in a land very far away.                                       
Step 3). - Point out that many people don't understand Africa very well, and that we are going to learn about a very neat part of Africa today. We're going to learn about Tanzania and the wonderful people who live there.                                             
Step 4). - Read the story and have the students identify the similarities and differences they have with Rehema and her culture. The students may write short notes to remind them later when they do their Data Retrieval Chart. Some examples the students may come up with are:                           Rehema lives in a house.  Rehema has a family.                                                 Rehema speaks a different language. Rehema uses a stick to brush her teeth. Rehema also has to help with the chores.  Rehema goes to school and learns reading, writing, arithmetic, and art; and has homework.
	Your facilitation questions should elicit prior knowledge and help make a connection to the day’s topic.
As the students sit down ask them to close their eyes for a second and imagine being in the African jungle listening the music and transporting your imagination and going on a Journey to a Wildlife park in Tanzania.
What do you think when you hear Africa?

Who is the main character in our story today?

Where Rhema comes from?


	Engage

	Explore                                                 Length (Time):
What hands-on/exploration activities will they do?

How will they be working – groups, individually?

Service Learning: How will they explore key components and possibilities around the community issue? What are some causes behind the issues? What is the academic connection?

Step 1) . - Focus the students’ attention on the animals they encounter (you may use the pictures of the animals here). Finish the story. Point out that the parks are for the visitor's enjoyment, but also for the animal's safety. One example is the fact that many people like to hunt rhinos for their horns. The parks are there, in part, to help save the rhinos.       
Step 2. - After a brief discussion with the students about the ideas they came up with, have them complete the Data Retrieval Chart.

	Your facilitation questions should help connect to a hypothesis/theory and lead them to constructing their ideas and thoughts. 
What happens when the grandfather and Rhema enter the Wildlife Park?

How is Rehema's wildlife park experience different from zoo experiences the children have had? 

	Explore

	Explain                                                 Length (Time):

How will they show understanding, observations, and hypotheses of the topics/concepts in their own words?

Introduce students to models, laws, theories and ask them to connect knowledge from the Explore phase using the new terms/vocabulary.

How will they explain their thoughts/ideas (to a partner, small group, whole class)?

Service Learning: What is a possible design or model that explains the issue? 

Step 1) 1. Rehema lives with her family in the mountains of Tanzania. They grow maize, bananas, and beans on their farm.                                                             
Step 2. Rehema lives in a new cement house. Before the cement house, they lived in a house made of cow dung and mud. Her mother still uses their old house of cooking.                                                               
Step 3. Her father recently put new water pipes leading down to the house. Before the water pipes, they had to carry water down the mountain without spilling any.                                                              
Step 4. Her father teaches about wild animals and plants in game parks. He is a tour guide and that is where Rehema and her father are going.                          
Step 5. They have to go by bus, which is hot and crowded. Along the way, they see people washing their clothes in a stream. She also sees a school made of cement that looks just like her school back home.                                                                      
Step 6. In school, Tanzanian children learn to read, write, and do math in Swahili. They also learn how to plant and care for fruit, flowers, vegetables, and tea and coffee bushes.                                               
Step 7. With the money the school children earn from selling their plants and vegetables at market, they buy chalk, pencils, and paper for school.                        
Step 8. People in Tanzania use sticks called Miswaki for brushing their teeth. They chew on the end of the stick and it becomes a very fine toothbrush.          
Step 9. Unlike zoos of America, Rehema and her father get to drive right through the wildlife game park. She sees lions, zebras, ostriches, elephants, wild beasts, cheetahs, hippopotamuses, and rhinoceroses.                                                             
10. The park is there, in part, to help protect the rhinoceroses, because some people like to kill them just to get their horns.

	Your facilitation questions should allow them to make justifications and connect to new knowledge, information, or ways of thinking.
Where is Tanzania?
What a tour guide does in Africa?

How is the transportation in Tanzania?
	Explain

	Elaborate (Create)                             Length (Time):
They should be able to process what they learned and share what they learned in a variety of ways (verbally, visually, kinesthetically, etc.). How will they extend their learning and transfer their knowledge to new situations/applications? What will they create?

Service Learning: How will they design, plan and implement the service? 

Step 1) 1) Conclude the lesson by stating that even though someone lives far away in a different country there are still many wonderful similarities between us and them in this classroom.                                         
Step 2.-Point out also that there are differences. It is those differences that make our lives so unique.        
Step 3.- Have the students write in their journal how are the feel unique in comparison with Rhema.              
Step 4.- Let the students share in groups of four their thoughts about their Journey to a Wildlife Park.
	Your facilitation questions should guide them in applying their knowledge to new areas or fields and forming new hypotheses, and to other content areas/applications. What are some “what if” types of questions that can be asked (changes in conditions, parameters, materials, etc.)?

	Elaborate

	Evaluate                                                 Length (Time):

How will they demonstrate their understanding throughout each of the above phases?

How will you assess knowledge at the end of the lesson?

Service Learning: How will they know if the service had an impact on the community?

Step 1) Assess each student's understanding by evaluating their responses to the similarities and differences between themselves and Rehema on the Data Retrieval Chart.
	Your facilitation questions should help you determine whether you have met the lesson goals and objectives. 
How are we different from the people in Tanzania?

How are we the same?

What information were we able to collect in the data chart?

	Evaluate

	Closing Activity/Reflection: (Can be part of the Evaluate section above)
This should be a focused activity where students/parents/families reflect on their learning. It can include such strategies as Accountable Talk, 3-2-1 (3 things you liked, 2 things you learned, and 1 comment or question you have), or another type of strategy that brings forward their opinions and ideas about what they learned and how to enhance the lesson.
	Lesson Reflection

	Instructor: (Select who is delivering this activity by right-clicking on the appropriate box below and selecting Properties and select Checked)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Certified Teacher         FORMCHECKBOX 
College Student       FORMCHECKBOX 
Volunteer      FORMCHECKBOX 
Para-professional      FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:                        
	

	Lesson Reflection: (Please complete after the lesson.)
What are some modifications you made along the way? How would you assess student/parent/family learning and understanding? What are some things you would do differently? 
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