Are There Really 53 Nations in Africa?
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	Texas ACE Lesson Plan

Are There Really 53 Nations in Africa?              

	Lesson Description

	Lesson Description: Give a brief description about the lesson. What is the big picture and purpose? What are the lesson goals and objectives?
This lesson serves as the introduction to the unit, providing a geography background of Africa to increase understanding in later lessons.  Students will be able to recognize (on a map of Africa) the difference between a nation and a continent.  They will color a map showing the 53 nations of Africa. 
	

	Date(s):                                Grade Level(s):  3 - 5                 Lesson Duration (Hours/Sessions):  45 min/1 session 
	

	Focused TEKS:
 Geography. The student will understand the physical and human characteristics of the environment.

The students will identify the physical characteristics of places such as landforms, bodies of water, natural resources, and weather.
	Standards & Language Objectives 

	Language & Technology Objectives: 
	

	ELPS (English Language Proficiency Standards): If applicable
	Technology: If applicable; use short descriptive statements 
Foundations: 1A – use technology terminology appropriately, 1E – use remote equipment/printer,2A use variety of input devices, 2C touch keyboarding techniques, 3B model respect of intellectual property
Information Acquisition:  students will use the internet to explore the geography of Africa; select appropriate strategies to navigate websites, use online help, 

Solving Problems: use communication tools to participate in group projects
Communication: use appropriate applications
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ELL Learning Strategies:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listening:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading:
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing:
	
	

	Key Vocabulary Terms/Academic Language: What are key words and terms that students should use as part of their discussions, written work, and in showing understanding in this lesson? 
continent, nation, country, state, city, village
	

	Lesson Materials:
large map of Africa, student copies of the African map, model map that has already been completed for the students to view, crayons/colored pencils
Each student should also be given a journal (a binder, or folder with paper) where they can keep their work.


	Lesson Resources: These can include people, web sites, references, etc.
· Africa Guide - http://worldviews.igc.org/awpguide/ 
· Africa Confidential news site - http://www.africa-confidential.com/news
· Maps - http://www.abcteach.com/Maps/africa.htm or http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxafrica.htm 
	Lesson Resources & Set-Up

	Room Preparation/Materials Set-Up:

How should the room and materials be arranged?
· Set up the large map of Africa (either on the board or a projector) so that students can easily see it.

· Student desks should be ready for groups of six.
· Computer access to explore websites
	Grouping of Students/Parents/Family: Select those that apply How will you group students/parents/families for each section of the lesson to structure peer-to-peer interaction? How will you get them into these groups (e.g., counting off, common interests, etc.)?
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pairs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Triads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Groups  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: __________

	Grouping Strategy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Counting Off
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Interests

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Self-chosen

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Common Tasks

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:____________
	


	Procedures: (Describe each section, step-by-step. Adjust the number of steps needed. Incorporate best-practices.)
	Guiding Questions: (Questions you want them to be able to answer and think about, using the New Bloom’s Taxonomy.)
	

	Engage                                                  Length (Time):  5 minutes
How will you capture their attention?

How can you elicit their previous knowledge? What do they already know about this topic?
How does this topic connect to their world?

Service Learning: How will you guide them in identifying a service learning project? How will you guide them in learning about their selection and assessing needs?

Step 1) Spark the students’ curiosity by your inquiry on the question you ask.              
Step 2) Depending on the age of the students, some students will be able to give a brief description like, "It is a country."  Or else they may give the examples of names of nations.  If the children are able to name countries, be sure to pull down the world map and point out the locations of each as they share.
Step 3) Give the students’ opportunity to engage in the subject by expanding their answers and asking more in depth questions creating an atmosphere for good communication.


	Your facilitation questions should elicit prior knowledge and help make a connection to the day’s topic.
Who has ever heard the word Nation?

What is a nation? Who decides?

Where would you find a nation?

Why do we need to know?

	Engage

	Explore                                                 Length (Time):  10 minutes
What hands-on/exploration activities will they do?

How will they be working – groups, individually?

Service Learning: How will they explore key components and possibilities around the community issue? What are some causes behind the issues? What is the academic connection?

Step 1) Focus of the discussion to the term "continent."  Ask, "Who knows what a continent is?" Some children won't recognize this term so be prepared to conduct a discussion.  Also, some children may accidentally interpret the idea that a nation and a continent are the same.  Use Accountable Talk to check for understanding

	Your facilitation questions should help connect to a hypothesis/theory and lead them to constructing their ideas and thoughts. 
What is a Continent?

How can we distinguish a Continent from a Country/Nation?


	Explore

	Explain                                                 Length (Time):  10 minutes
How will they show understanding, observations, and hypotheses of the topics/concepts in their own words?

Introduce students to models, laws, theories and ask them to connect knowledge from the Explore phase using the new terms/vocabulary.

How will they explain their thoughts/ideas (to a partner, small group, whole class)?

Service Learning: What is a possible design or model that explains the issue? 

Step 1) Explain that a continent is land that often contains many nations within it.  Use a large map to physically point out the differences between continents and nations.  Once the explanation is complete, point to an area on the map and have the entire class chant using two different voices out loud "nation!" or "continent!" depending on which one is the correct answer.           
Step 2) Ask the students, "How many nations do you think are within Africa?"  After guesses have been completed, explain that Africa has over fifty nations (53 to be exact). At this point, pull out a large map of Africa and point out the boundaries lines that separate the nations.                              
Step 3) As you point out the many nations, read some of the names of the African nations as well.  Perhaps add that Sudan is the largest country and Seychelles is the smallest.
	Your facilitation questions should allow them to make justifications and connect to new knowledge, information, or ways of thinking.
What can we learn from a map?

How many continents do we see in the map?

How many Nations do we see in Africa?
	Explain

	Elaborate (Create)                             Length (Time):  20 minutes
They should be able to process what they learned and share what they learned in a variety of ways (verbally, visually, kinesthetically, etc.). How will they extend their learning and transfer their knowledge to new situations/applications? What will they create?

Service Learning: How will they design, plan and implement the service? 

Step 1) Following the discussion, the students will receive a blank or unlabeled map that will illustrate the boundaries within the African continent.
Step 2) The purpose of the learning activity is not for the students to memorize each country.  Rather, the students just need to realize that Africa is a continent with many nations within it and become aware of all the names.                   

Step 3) At this point, the students will receive crayons/colored pencils so that they can color each nation taking care that no two touching countries are in the same color. This way each country will stand out.                                                              
Step 4) Model this for the students.  Have the finished example displayed in the room.  Use accountable talk to check for understanding.
	Your facilitation questions should guide them in applying their knowledge to new areas or fields and forming new hypotheses, and to other content areas/applications. What are some “what if” types of questions that can be asked (changes in conditions, parameters, materials, etc.)?
What are you going to mark in the map?

Where are the boundaries of the African continent?

How are you going to differentiate the 53 Nations?
	Elaborate

	Evaluate                                                 Length (Time): 15 min.
How will they demonstrate their understanding throughout each of the above phases?

How will you assess knowledge at the end of the lesson?

Service Learning: How will they know if the service had an impact on the community?
Step 1) First and foremost, realize that this lesson probably would not be taught separate from other Africa unit lessons.  Therefore, as a teacher you may easily integrate an evaluation for this lesson throughout the unit.                                              
Step 2) For instance, when a teacher is reading a book about a child from Gambia, it would be really easy to assess the child's understanding that this is one nation among many in Africa.                                 
Step 3) Move among the students as they work asking them what the lines mean (borders of countries) and to show you the continent and then a sample nation.                                                                     
Step 4) Each student will also be evaluated by turning in their individual map.  The student doesn't need to memorize the names of the nations, but they need to realize that Africa is a continent that has many nations within it.


	Your facilitation questions should help you determine whether you have met the lesson goals and objectives. 

What do the lines in the map mean?

Where are the Nations in Africa?

How many colors did you use to identify the fifty- three Nations?


	Evaluate

	Closing Activity/Reflection: (Can be part of the Evaluate section above)
This should be a focused activity where students/parents/families reflect on their learning. It can include such strategies as Accountable Talk, 3-2-1 (3 things you liked, 2 things you learned, and 1 comment or question you have), or another type of strategy that brings forward their opinions and ideas about what they learned and how to enhance the lesson.
Students will do a 3-2-1 Activity where they will reflect on:

3 things they learned about Africa

2 things they enjoyed about the day’s activity

1 question they still have about the nations in Africa

	Lesson Reflection

	Instructor: (Select who is delivering this activity by right-clicking on the appropriate box below and selecting Properties and select Checked)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Certified Teacher         FORMCHECKBOX 
College Student       FORMCHECKBOX 
Volunteer      FORMCHECKBOX 
Para-professional      FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:                        
	

	Lesson Reflection: (Please complete after the lesson.)
What are some modifications you made along the way? How would you assess student/parent/family learning and understanding? What are some things you would do differently? 
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